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Caleruega Hall, is open to the
public? The dining hall, located at
100 Magnolia Avenue, has been
the dining hall for the University
for decades. It is open to the
public for breakfast, lunch and
dinner, as well as brunch on
weekends.
The dining hall’s food service is
provided by The Epicurean Group,
an independent, woman-and
minority-owned
restaurant
management company. This is
now the third year the Epicurean
Group has been managing
Caleruega’s food service, and all
the food is locally sourced and
organic, with grass-fed beef and
free-range poultry.
Dairy
products are all from Stornetta
dairy. The menu offerings are
seasonal. The dining hall provides
an all-you-can eat menu featuring
a wide variety of selections,
including vegetarian choices. The
Epicurean Group also provides
food service for such places as
San Domenico School, Marin
Academy, Marin Civic Center,
Lawrence Berkeley National Labs,
and several Silicon Valley tech
companies.
Chilly’s Cafe, also located right
next to the dining hall, provides
the full menu of coffee drinks,
breakfast sandwiches, as well
prepackaged sandwiches and
salads.
See insert for hours and prices
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MARIN SHAKESPEARE COMPANY PLANS
Our own neighborhood
performing
arts
company,
Marin Shakespeare Company,
has signed a 25-year lease with
Dominican
University
to
continue
offering
summer
plays at the Forest Meadows
Amphitheater. The lease gives
the
theatre
company
permission to make muchneeded upgrades to the 50year
old
Amphitheater,
making performances more

enjoyable and accessible for
audiences. Meanwhile, the
company has also purchased
the old Heller’s for Children
store at 514 Fourth Street, near
Grand Avenue, which they
plan to turn into a permanent
artistic home offering classes
for youth and adults, training
for teaching artists who share
life-changing
programs
in
schools and prisons, and
eventually an array of arts

programming in a 165-seat
indoor theatre, creating a
vibrant community asset that
will help transform the east end
of downtown San Rafael.
Marin Shakespeare will be
launching a capital campaign
in the coming months, and
offering tours of the building. If
you’d like to find out more,
please contact Lesley Currier
at
415-499-4485
or
lesley@marinshakespeare.org.

PLANNING FOR FIRE SAFETY
Several neighbors attended the July DBCNA Board meeting to discuss fire safety and proposed that the
Neighborhood Association work to create a Firewise Community for the area. Several Firewise Communities
are already up and running in Marin County (including Mill Valley, Sleepy Hollow, Kent Woodlands and part of
Novato). Efforts are coordinated through FIRESafe Marin at firesafemarin.org. The agency promotes
vegetation management, community chipper days and evacuation drills. The agency is a source of grant
money and serves as a link to cross-pollinate best practices from one neighborhood to another. The
association is considering coordinating efforts to help Dominican/Black Canyon become a Firewise
community. Fire safety is a key issue in the area. In light of the recent Sonoma-Napa fires (as well as a smaller
one near Smith Ranch Road), it is critical for our neighborhood to become involved and work together to
promote a safe environment. The neighborhood association is looking for interested residents to join our
DBCNA Fire safety committee to help us take the next steps in becoming a Firewise certified community. If
you are interested, please contact us at DBCNA.info@gmail.com. We can really use your help.

THE SMART TRAIN IS A REALITY!
Just prior to Labor Day
Weekend, the Smart Train
began regular service. At the
present, it goes from as far
north as Santa Rosa to San
Rafael in the south.
It is
planned to eventually go to
Cloverdale and Larkspur. Fares
depend on zones. Presently
there are 5 zones. If you are
traveling within the same zone,

the fare is $3.50. For every
additional zone you travel to its
an additional $2.00.
So for
example, if you are traveling
from San Rafael to Novato, the
fare is $5.50. If you are going
to Rohnert Park, its $7.50 or to
Santa Rosa its $9.50. Marin
County has been designated
a “Quiet Zone” so now that the
Smart Train is running, the

whistle is not blowing at each
crossing.
The homeowners
close to the tracks appreciate
this and the City of San Rafael
has made great efforts into
making the crossing safe for
everyone.
For
more
information check out their
website: sonomamarintrain.org
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FOR PUBLIC SAFETY ALERTS
A good way to be instantly
informed
of
trusted,
neighborhood-level
public
safety information is to sign up
with the San Rafael Police

department to receive text
message alerts. You can use
the form at the Police
Department
website:
srpd.org/beinformed/nixle.sht

ml or simply use your mobile
phone to text your zip code to
888777.

HELP SAVE CHINA
CAMP STATE PARK

nearby beach.
What most
don’t realize is that China
Camp
State
Park
was
scheduled to be closed in 2012
and
no
longer
receives
revenues from the State Park
System.
A nonprofit called
Friends of China Camp now
keeps
the
park
open,

supported by fees from visitors,
memberships and donations
and from the community
(including volunteer time). For
more
information,
visit:
friendsofchinacamp.org.
Membership fees are critical to
keeping this beautiful park
open.

Many Dominican and Black
Canyon
residents
take
advantage of China Camp
State Park to hike, bicycle,
picnic, and enjoy a visit to the
historic fishing village and the

NEWS FROM LOURDES CONVENT…As many of you may recall, our neighbors at Our
Lady of Lourdes Convent, 77 Locust Avenue, are busy getting ready to welcome two families to live with the
Dominican Sisters. Two women, formerly without permanent housing, and their children, will prepare for two
years, with the support of Homeward Bound, to transition to fully independent living. Having received all of
the necessary approvals, in June the Sisters began renovating what they call The Yellow Hallway, a hall of
rooms, currently not occupied by Sisters, on the south side of the convent. Ten sisters came in one day in
August for a painting party! Six bedrooms, one for each mother and one for each child, were carefully
cleaned and freshly painted. What has taken a little more time has been turning a window into a separate
entrance, turning two rooms into a small kitchen and dining area, creating a small living room and a
play/study room for the children, and making an entrance door to a small deck and fenced lawn area. The
Sisters have also taken great care to be sure that they meet all of the ADA building requirements as well as
fire safety codes. Sister Patricia Simpson, moderator of Our Lady of Lourdes Convent tells us “that if
everything continues to move ahead as it is, we hope to welcome two mothers and their four children in the
middle of October.” ~Katherine Martin, Director of Development & Communication, Dominican Sisters SR
Caleruega Dining Hall hours and prices:
Monday – Thursday:
Breakfast

07:30 – 09:30

Lunch

11:30 – 1:30

Dinner

5:00 – 7:30 (Friday’s til 6:30)

Saturday and Sunday:
Brunch

10:30 – 12:30

Dinner

5:00 – 6:30

Breakfast

$7.10 (kids $3.50)

Brunch/Lunch $9.95 (kids $4.75)

Dinner

$9.50 (kids $4.75)
Chilly’s hours:

Mon – Thurs: 7:30 am – 8:00 pm

925 BELLE AVENUE
IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD VENUE FOR
TENNIS & SWIMMING AND MUCH MORE!
Contact Chris Horne, General Mgr
For more information at 457-5160
marintennisclub.com

Friday: 9:00 – 2:30 pm
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THE CORNER

NORTH BAY SCIENCE DISCOVERY DAY
FREE ADMISSION! FREE PARKING!

For Kids . . . and Adults Who Want
to Help Them
by Dan Sonnet

READING BUDDIES: ADULTS CAN HELP
KIDS AT THE LIBRARY

KIDS HEADED FOR SCHOOL? TOUR
DATES
Parents of students who will
enter kindergarten Fall 2018 or
parents of prospective Coleman
students in other grades are
invited to join Mr. Taylor, Principal,
for an orientation and classroom
observation. Tours are from 9:30 11:00 a.m. No children please.
The tour dates for 2017-2018 are
as follows: November 29th,
December 9th, January 19th,
February 26th, March 27th, April
25th
Please contact the school office
on 415-485-2420 ext. 201 to
reserve a spot.
HELP SAN RAFAEL KIDS HAVE A MERRY
CHRISTMAS…
COLEMAN
ANGEL
NETWORK TREE

Coleman Elementary School
will be continuing the tradition of
doing a holiday tree with
gift/need tags for members of our
community. For those Dominican
Black Canyon neighbors who
would like to participate, the tree
will be up after the Thanksgiving
break.
Please come by the
school office at 800 Belle Avenue
if you would like to participate.
Thank you in advance for your
generosity!

Have fun learning with handson science:
Robots, Animals,
Rockets, Microscopes and much
more! Saturday October 28, 2017
10:00 am – 4:00 pm Sonoma
County Fairgrounds 1350 Bennett
Valley Rd, Santa Rosa, CA 95404.
For more events and fun go to
NorthBayScience.org. Part of the
Bay
Area
Science
Festival.
Presented
by
Keysight
Technologies, Buck Institute for
Research on Aging, University of
California at San Francisco, and
Children’s Museum of Sonoma
County.

DO YOUR KIDS LOVE MATH (OR NEED
HELP?) JOIN US FOR MATH CLUB AT THE
SAN RAFAEL PUBLIC LIBRARY!

Reading Buddies pairs adult
and
teen
volunteers
with
elementary school aged youth
(grades 1-3) for 20 minute
appointments.
During
the
appointment, the child will
practice reading with their
Reading Buddy one-on-one, and
receive help and guidance with
difficult words, comprehension,
and other reading skills. Monday
September 25th through Friday
December 15th, Reading Buddies
will
be
available
for
appointments
after
school
Monday through Thursday and
Saturday and Sunday afternoons.
Please stop by the Children’s
Desk, call us at 415-485-3322, or
email library@cityofsanrafael.org
for specific dates and times and
to make an appointment. Also,
check with library staff or on the
website srpubliclibrary.org for
new dates for Reading to a Dog.

Math
club
provides students the opportunity
to practice and train their math
skills in a fun and non-competitive
environment. Students work on
level- appropriate assigned work
to strengthen their foundation
and learn useful tricks.
Every
Thursday (except 10/5 or 11/23)
@
4-5pm
from
9/28-12/14.
Reserve your space by visiting us
at the Children’s Reference Desk,
or by calling us at (415) 485-3322.
For students in grades 4-7.
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DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY NEWS

New developments and events at Dominican University – in “our backyard”!
⇒ There is a new Physician Assistant MS program that just began- there are only a few such
programs in Northern California. There were over 1000 applicants for 24 spots.
⇒ The first group of students has just begun the MFA (Master of Fine Arts) in Creative Writing.
⇒ The Wall St. Journal’s higher education survey ranked Dominican in the top fourth of colleges
and universities nationally. This survey focused on a university’s ability to deliver on valuable
outcomes and quality education for its students. Also, in a study appearing in the NY Times,
Dominican was recognized for its success in helping transform lower-income students into
higher-income wage earners.
⇒ Events: check out the art exhibits in the Alemany library, both first and second floors. (really
interesting art!)
⇒ Leadership Lecture series: November 9th, Jenna and Barbara Bush. November 30th, 7 pm Reza
Aslan (an Iranian- American author, public intellectual, religious studies scholar, producer, TV
host) and more! For more information check out their website: bookpassage.com/dominican
⇒ Toastmasters: Have you wanted to feel more comfortable speaking in public to your City
Council or other group? Is your speech crowded with filler words – ‘ummmm’, ‘like’, and
‘y’know’? Dominican neighbors are invited to participate with supportive students and
community members at Toastmasters in Edgehill Mansion on Wednesday evenings from 6:007:00 PM. A fixed-price dinner ($10) is available in the cafeteria and the library is open all
evening. For more information contact Alice.Cochran@dominican.edu.
⇒ Check out the classical guitar trio Teicholz & Partington Nov. 12th at 3 pm at Angelico Hall.
Teicholz and Michael Partington, classical guitarists at the top of their field, have performed
across the United States and abroad as soloists and in ensembles. Teicholz is currently on the
faculty of the San Francisco Conservatory of Music and California State University East Bay,
and Partington is Artist-in Residence and director of the Guitar program at the University of
Washington in Seattle. Tickets are $18 general, $15 for those over 60 years of age. Admission
free for students under 18 and community college students with ID, as well as K-12 classroom
music teachers and Dominican students, faculty, and staff with a valid I.D. For more
information about the Guest Concert Series, call 415-482-3579 or email music@dominican.edu.
For a complete list of concerts see: dominican.edu/guestconcertseries.
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TREASURER’S
REPORT
Membership
dues
and
occasional donations support the
neighborhood
association’s
annual budget of $5,300. As of

the end of September, we are
close to reaching this year’s
membership
goal,
and
we
anticipate that expenses will align
with our projected budget. In
addition to covering the cost of
publicizing and holding events,
the dues cover costs for our P.O.

box,
insurance,
and
online
presence. The association has no
paid staff and is grateful for the
time donated by the volunteers
on our board and committees.
Bonnie Marks, Treasurer

MEMBERSHIP: EVERYONE BENEFITS
I am happy to report that
membership in our association
continues to grow. Current
membership is 224, up from
196.
Our Dominican/Black
Canyon
Neighborhood
consists of roughly 900 homes
so I have a little work to do!
Dues are collected in May but
it is never too late to join or
renew. We feel strongly that
this is the best way to stay in

touch with each other. And
the nominal dues of $20 per
year funds our Annual Ice
Cream
Social,
February
Cocktail Party, and special
events
that
serve
our
community as a whole such as
the Security Forum we held
on May 20th of this year.
Please use the enclosed
envelope or Paypal via our
website:

dominicanareanews.com.
Your association needs your
energy and ideas! I look
forward to adding many
names, addresses and emails
this fall! Marty Wickenheiser,
Membership Chair
With questions regarding your
membership, contact us at
DBCNA.info@gmail.com.

INTERESTED IN
PARTICIPATING?
JOIN US EVERY 2ND
WEDNESDAY OF THE
MONTH AT 7PM!

YOUR DBCNA BOARD MEMBERS:
Jack Nixon, President
Jay Hubert, Vice President
Edie Dagley, Secretary

Bonnie Marks, Treasurer
Marty Wickenheiser, Membership
Jeff Cardneau, Communications

Bob Levine, Board Member

To get involved in the Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association,
contact us at DBCNA.info@gmail.com. For meeting information, upcoming events
and local area news, visit our website at dominicanareanews.com!
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