NOTES FROM OUR DBCNA PRESIDENT, JAY HUBERT
If You Don’t Know Jack!
Ode to Jack Nixon

Our DBCNA
Mission Statement
"To foster and enhance a sense of

Jack and Norma went up the hill
to raise a bundle of Kids
Nearly fifty years has past
How did that happen!
Jack spent many years coming to
and fro to help us all
To keep a community healthy

community and pride among the
residents of the Dominican/Black
Canyon neighborhood; to maintain
the character of the neighborhood;
and to inform and assist members
on areas of common concern."
-------------

and strong
Jack never faltered
Hard work was always mixed with
joyous laughter
But the time is now as Jack
Seeks a different pasture
Thanks to Jack, Norma and Kids
Our neighborhood will carry on
Your spirit of work, dedication
and fun mixed with laughter!

NEWSPAPERS AND DOGS
This is a call out to all you people
that still receive your newspapers
delivered to your house. We need
your
help
in keeping our
neighborhood clean.
The Sisters of Dominican have for
many years generously provided the
neighborhood with “poop bag”
stations and provided dog walkers a
way to pick up after their pets.
Unfortunately, the stations are
emptied out very quickly as some
people take more bags than are
immediately necessary.
This is
frustrating both for the Sisters and to
the next dog walkers that could use
those bags.

But…. you can help!

If you have newspaper plastic bags ~
Don’t throw those bags away! They
can have a second life beyond just
covering your paper. They work
very well as “poop bags.” Save and
replenish the stations next to the
Dominican Convent. They will be
put to good use. Three Stations to
choose from:
1. Corner of Acacia & Grand Aves
2. Corner of Locust & Grand Aves
3. Across the street from Our Lady
of Lourdes, Locust Avenue
By helping us out you will help our
dog walkers and help keep our
neighborhood clean.
Thank you!
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New Fire Safety Regulation!

Chipper Days are Coming!
This year, San Rafael Fire and
FireSafe Marin will sponsor two
chipper-day
periods
in
our
neighborhood. Chipper days offer
free pickup of brush and vegetation
from the curb in front of your
house. The first round will be in
May on days to be announced later.
As usual, advance registration and
limitations on the length and
diameter of tree limbs will be
required. The price is right, so use
the days to manage vegetation
around your home.

Watch for a May Chipper
Date
Second Chipper Date to be
determined

Home Hardening - Simple
Fire Protective Measures
1. Clean your roof and rain gutters.
The most vulnerable parts of your
home are large horizontal surfaces
like roofs and decks. Remove
leaves, needles, and debris from
these areas, because wind-blown
embers from a wildfire can easily
ignite them.
2. Install ember-resistant vents.
Openings
to
attics,
soffits,
foundations, basements, and gables
are commonly 1/4" screen. These
vents protect against animal
intrusion, but are ineffective against
embers. Existing vents can either be
replaced or retrofitted with 1/8" or
1/16" wire mesh.

Because of a recently amended
vegetation management ordinance,
all Italian Cypresses within 30 feet
of any structure or within 10 feet of
any
roadway
within
the
Wildland-Urban Interface (WUI)
must be removed by August of
2021, and by April of next year,
they must be removed from all
other properties within San Rafael.

There is a reason why firefighters
call them “Roman candles,” they
are extremely flammable. Remove
them to make our neighborhood a
little safer.

COLEMAN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL NEWS
YES, finally the students have returned. School is back 5 days a week 8 am-12:45 pm

DRIVE SLOWLY!
Considering your elementary school options for the fall? Incoming kindergarten or new
family starting Coleman Elementary? Take a look at this virtual tour put together by a
parent and principal Mike Taylor: https://vimeo.com/524169943/9d03636990
If you have questions about registration or the school in general call the front office:
(415) 485-2420 OR more information at the Parent Teacher Organization:
www.colemanpto.com or Coleman Elementary: https://co-srcs-ca.schoolloop.com

WWW.DOMINICANAREANEWS.COM

2

INFO@DominicanAreaNews

DOMINICAN AREA NEWSLETTER 2021
When Life Gives you Lemons ~
Sell Them!
During the pandemic, this 2nd and 4th
grader have been balancing their school
work (and increased screen time) by
exploring new trails around the San Pedro
Mountain and biking around the
Dominican neighborhood.
They have come to appreciate the beauty
that is right in our neighborhood which
inspired them to do something to give back
to their school and community. Since they
have a prolific lemon tree, the girls thought
of doing a lemonade stand to raise money
for their school, Coleman Elementary.
However, they decided it would be Covid
safer to sell the lemons instead. If you
would like to help them raise money for
their school, please send an email to
eprod@comcast.net to order.
Donation of $5 for a bag of 10 lemons
Allegra and Eva Rodriquez

NEIGHBORHOOD VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
We occasionally have members of our neighborhood association ask us to enroll them in NextDoor, sign up for a vaccine, or
be able to receive our newsletter and special topic articles by email. While these tasks are outside of the reach of the
Neighborhood Association Board members, we thought there might be volunteers who would be interested in helping some
of our more vulnerable population. This person would be in contact with the Board
members who hear of a need, ask neighbors who might know of someone in need, or seek
people directly using our neighborhood email list and our bi-annual newsletter. This is a
position that would not take much time and provide a direct service to our neighbors who
need just a little more help with technology to receive the important information of our
neighborhood association.
If interested, please contact: Kathy Burwell kathy@kathyburwell.com 415-602-1405
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COMMUNITY SUPPORT WELCOME!
There is nothing like an increased need in our community and surrounding areas to spur us on to be the best we can be…
Several households have reached out to the membership committee regarding options to help our less fortunate San Rafael
residents. Many of you are familiar with what your individual churches, schools and synagogues offer, but for those who are
not, following is a list of worthy local organizations who provide direct, immediate help:
1. extra food.org
2. marincommunityfridges.info
(Pop by 45 Medway to see an example of this
wonderful program)
4. sfmfoodbank.org
5. salvationarmy.org

5. vinnies.org (St Vincent de Paul, B Street)
6. warmwishes.org
7. respectingourelders.org
(An all-volunteer organization that pick up surplus food
and flowers from Safeway, Trader Joe’s and Whole
Foods 365 days a year!)

As COVID restrictions are relaxed we everyone who wants to “give back” by volunteering, donating or simply writing a
check to contact one of the above websites for ways to help. Nothing is worse than living day after day with “food
insecurity”. Reach out and choose a charity of your choice!

Dominican University Happenings!
Like so many of our schools this year, activities and traditions have been altered to maintain the
health of our students, families and communities. Dominican University has been leading by
example with their extraordinary communication on campus, changes to outdoor space for
students while maintaining outdoor access to the neighborhood. Their efforts are not only
impressive, but very much appreciated.
To keep us all is the loop, below are a few highlights to Spring activities, adjusted for the considerations needed for social
distancing and the safety of all.
○

○
○

~The Domincian University commencement ceremonies will be virtual this year. This means there will be no tent or
big crowd in May. As an alternative, they are planning a "drive-through" commencement down Acacia Avenue. Some
programs will do small, outdoor gatherings, such as the pinning ceremony for nursing students. Some restrictions may
occur in specific areas of campus for a few days. This may mean the general public will not have access to the lawns
for those few days.
~D.U. will not have any in-person classes this summer, but they do expect to have summer sports camps for kids.
~Marin Shakespeare is exploring the possibility of doing their summer camps at the amphitheatre. As of this writing,
Marin Shakespeare is hoping to do a single production, later in the summer.
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Be Connected – For Safety’s Sake!
Dominican / Black Canyon Neighborhood Association urges you to sign up with AlertMarin and Nixle -- for safety’s sake.
Why two alert systems, you ask? Because each system can alert you to a different problem or hazard. Here is what each
alert system provides:

The caller ID for AlertMarin is 415-473-6376 and
the SMS short codes used by the system is 88911.
Many smartphones will also allow you to add both of
these to your contacts as "AlertMarin" and as
favorites so that you will see "AlertMarin" on your
phone's display when receiving an alert.

Marin County emergency officials use the
AlertMarin Emergency Notification System to
deliver
incident-specific
information
or
potentially life-saving instruction to the precise
geographic area(s) affected.

Both of these systems can help you keep
informed of important events that can
impact you and your neighborhood. We
urge you to sign up with both of them.

If you live, work or go to school in Marin County,
you should register your cell phone or VoIP (voice
over internet protocol) phone to receive emergency
alerts either by call, text, email, or smartphone
application. Emergency situations may include:
● Flooding, wildfires, along with subsequent
evacuations
● Public safety incidents including crimes that
affect your neighborhood
● Post-disaster information about shelters,
transportation, or supplies
All Marin County landline phone numbers are
already included in this emergency notification
system, but cell phone and VoIP numbers are not.
However you can register
your numbers at
www.alertmarin.org. You may list up to five numbers
where you wish to receive notifications such as
home, work, child’s school, etc.
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Nixle is used to share informational alerts that do
not necessarily require action.
It enables public service agencies to provide alerts
and messages either by text or email to those that
subscribe to the system.
Subscribers to this service can stay connected to
important information impacting their neighbor.
Subscribing to nixle is free. Go to www.nixle.com to
register to receive emails and text messages. You can
set your preferences and select what type of
information you want to receive by text or email.
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Thoughts about Jack Nixon:
“As a former member of the San Rafael City Council and
former foreperson of the Marin County Grand Jury, Jack has
had extensive connections to many local government leaders.
He has supported many local campaigns for elective office. His
deep concerns for the welfare of the neighborhood and the
community has always been in the forefront. His trusted advice
was always reasonable, fiscally responsible, and he always kept
compromise on the table. “
Current DBCNA President Jay Hubert
“Jack’s focus on a vibrant neighborhood association made a
difference. As our chair, he was determined to make good
things happen, whether it was a fine gathering to socialize, a
meeting focused on home security, or a series of activities to
increase safety during fire season. His dedication was such that
on the night he fell and broke his ankle shortly before the board
meeting was to begin, he settled back on the floor with his leg
raised, determined to get through key agenda items related to
the upcoming neighborhood party at the tennis club. Board
members had to convince him to call for transportation to the
emergency room -- assuring him that we’d carry on.”
Former DBCNA Treasurer Bonnie Marks
“The State Farm Insurance Company may have commandeered
the phrase “Like a Good Neighbor…” but they got nothing on
Jack. He has been my immediate neighbor for fifteen years and
a neighbor to our whole community for fifty years. As our
Board President he was everybody’s neighbor. He has helped
our neighborhood, given a strong voice to it and helped make us
a stronger community. Now that he has retired from the Board
and is leaving the community, he will no doubt make himself
heard within a new setting. Much to their benefit. But our
loss.”
Current DBCNA Board Member John Contini
“Jack has led the DBCNA with great integrity and commitment
over the last four years and more. Jack built many connections
to our neighborhood association through his extensive volunteer
public service in numerous organizations and his inclusive
spirit.”
Current DBCNA Secretary Becky Gayman
“Getting to know Jack Nixon, through working on the DBCNA
board, was a gift. He has a heart of gold. He has worked
tirelessly to better our neighborhood, and connect people in the
neighborhood. If you’re in a meeting that Jack is running, he
opens his home, first of all. He and his late wife Norma, are so
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gracious. He runs the meeting like the military, keeps the group
on track, assigns tasks, makes sure everyone is heard, manages
interruptions. If you do a good job, he doles out compliments ,
which mean a lot because he doesn’t waste them. He is a loyal
individual, and while he seems serious when you first meet him,
and work with him, he has a real warmth and graciousness. We
were lucky to have him (and Norma) working on our behalf for
so long!”
Former Board Member Edie Bagley
“A newsletter delivered to my front door several years ago
solicited interest in joining the DBCNA Board...because Jack
does nothing half-way, he scheduled a time to meet with me in
my home and “interview” me..despite our education being a
generation apart we developed a healthy respect for each other
based on our Alma mater’s... he at Harvard, I at Stanford... Jack
researches everything thoroughly, I less so… he has so
successfully coordinated communication between Dominican,
the City of San Rafael, police/fire/homeless issues and, now for
the past year, COVID. We, on the Board, will miss him!”
Current Board Member Marty Wickenheiser

Do you want a “say” in what happens in your
Dominican / Black Canyon Community?
What can we do differently? Where do you want the focus to
be? Are there neighborhood issues that should be explored?
If these questions interest you then join us to serve on the
Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association Board.
Take part in finding ways to keep this community as a little
bit of paradise.
Contact Jay Hubert at 415-457-3914 or write him at
jayhubert@comcast.net or beckygayman@gmail.com
We need you on our team. Your ideas are important.
Your voices should be heard. Come and join your
DBCNA Board!
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UC Marin Master Gardeners Provide Advice and Resources
During this year of sheltering at home, many people have turned to their gardens as a source of refuge and a place
to grow healthy foods. UC Marin Master Gardeners, volunteers who have participated in advanced training, have
answered many questions from neighbors and through the official Help Desk, operating virtually through email to
HelpDesk@marinmg.org
They also provide support through their new website (http://marinmg.ucanr.edu) which features practical how-to
advice, tips for solving common garden problems, and Earth-friendly techniques that protect and sustain
landscapes as well as the broader environment. The enticing, visually rich, easy-to-navigate site helps new
gardeners get off to a good start and provides more experienced gardeners with tools to fine tune their craft. It
also offers Marin residents the opportunity to access research-based advice, backed by the breadth and depth of
the University of California’s extensive Agriculture and Natural Resources division.
It also features advice on how to choose plants, including a section for those with “brown thumbs.” An edibles
section has in-depth instructions on growing fruits and vegetables. And there is extensive information on creating
a fire-smart landscape, to reduce risk from wildfires.
One of the most used areas of the website focuses on garden problems with a list of Marin’s Top 20 Garden
Problems, including aphids, snails, rats and deer.
Many of you are familiar with the Marin Master Gardeners through their table at the Farmer’s Market, exhibit at
the County Fair, and annual Tomato Market. While those activities are on hold during Covid times, their Help
Desk and website are there to help you with garden advice and support.

Why? The neighborhood wants to put up new ‘fire prevention’ and ‘fire
awareness’ banners. Reminding neighbors how to make this happen and
what they can do. We will hang posters on Grand Avenue for maximum
exposure.
Who can enter?

K-5th GRADERS

Prizes? Yes, for the selected ideas for publicity, posters and banners. (Board member and art teacher will choose)
When? All entries accepted April 15th - May 1st
Please Upload to: info@dominicanareanews.com or DBCNA.info@gmail.com a jpg, pdf, screenshot, or image.
Questions? Monica McMillan - (415) 717 0561, MMcmillanAFS@gmail.com
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MEMBERSHIP: EVERYONE BENEFITS
We are reaching out to all the new families and neighbors who have recently moved to the
neighborhood. Currently, we have 260 dues paying members out of 940 total properties... Yes, it is
an entirely voluntary annual payment, but let’s face it, everyone benefits! We strive to maintain an
up-to-date MailChimp ENews and Website - keeping everyone informed about topics of interest in
the neighborhood. We regularly update neighbors about fire prevention and ways to stay safe. In
addition, we publish two newsletters a year, pay for event signs, print and distribute notices of
special events. Once you see the value we offer, you will take the time to write that $30 check
DBCNA and become a full dues-paying member! Please talk with your neighbors and get to know
them as well.... we may all be in a position one day to help one another or ask for help. Access our
website and use the PayPal or credit card feature! If you have any questions or concerns, feel free
to call or text me at 415-654-1711. Marty Wickenheiser, Membership Committee. Contact us at
DBCNA.info@gmail.com.
--------------------------- ---------------------

DBCNA 2021 Annual Neighborhood Membership Dues
Name: __________________________________________________________________________________________
Email: ___________________________________________________________________________________________
Is this a new email?

Yes

No

Address: ________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone: __________________________________________ Cell: __________________________________________
I’d like to help with events!

I’d like to help in general! - call me!

Enclose a check for $30 payable to:
Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association
Mail to: PO Box 151702, San Rafael, CA 94915
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