FALL 2021 NEWSLETTER
NOTES FROM OUR (Retiring) DBCNA PRESIDENT, JAY HUBERT
By Jay Hubert (Retiring)
Mayme and I purchased our
home on Convent Court in
1970 and raised our three
children there. We have just
moved to Port Townsend,
Washington
where
our
younger daughter lives. It
seems that 50 years went by in
a twinkling. We have many
mixed feelings about our
departure. On the one hand,
we leave behind a great
neighborhood and so many of
our friends. I end involvement
with emergency ham radio
communication organizations
sponsored by the Marin
County Sheriff, the County
Department of Public Works
and the American Red Cross. I
was also a member of the
County Disaster Council and
the lead for the Dominican /
Black
Canyon
FireSafe
Community. On the other
hand, we are excited about
new adventures and the
opportunity to see more of our
granddaughter in Victoria,
British Columbia. We also
move to a spacious house
better suited for two people
than for five.
I depart as president of the
Neighborhood
Association. Please consider
joining the association board. It
is not a large time commitment.

The board meets together
once a month, about an hour.
The
association
assists
residents
by
promoting
community safety (chipper
days,
fire
inspections,
evacuation planning, and
crime prevention), interfacing
with elected officials and
institutions
in
our
neighborhood
(Dominican
University, Coleman School,
and Trinity Church), and
strengthening
social
interaction among residents.
Although Covid-19 has put our
annual cocktail party on hold
for several years, we did have
a successful Kona Ice event
last month. Board membership
is an opportunity to serve, get
to know your neighbors, City
officials and staff, and help
keep the neighborhood the
safe,
quiet,
stable
and
comfortable part of San
Rafael that it has been for so
many years. Your help is
needed and welcome.

We Are Better Than This
Recently there was an incident
on the Dominican University
campus where a young couple
and their child were verbally
assaulted with inappropriate
language after asking someone
to leash their dog. The person
involved has been identified
and has been barred from the
University grounds.
We believe that this incident
was an aberration and as a
whole our neighborhood is a
friendly
and
welcoming
community. The Dominican
University is an integral part of
our community and while they
grace our area with their
beautiful campus they are a
private institution, and as such
we need to follow their campus
rules and behave with respect
and civility as we walk through
their campus.
We are blessed to be able to live
in this wonderful neighborhood. Let us strive to keep it
beautiful and work towards
accepting all our neighbors.
More info:
www.dominicanareanews.com
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Your Wildfire Committee at Work
Our neighborhood is an area that is prone to wildfire
danger. One of our collective challenges is to
identify the specific spots that might present an
immediate threat to our safety.
A few years ago, the Wildfire Committee did a
neighborhood tour in an effort to identify those areas.
The Committee was specifically looking for roadside
trees either with low hanging branches which impede
fire trucks, excessive foliage that obscure intersections
or are too close to homes, or trees with weakened
trunks that could fail in fire generated windstorms. The
Committee did find a few spots that were concerning,
but one big danger stood out. On lower Oakdale (off
of Mountain View) there was an immense bay tree
leaning out over the street. If it fell during a fire it would
have brought down all the electrical wires (and
possibly some poles), and would block all traffic trying
to evacuate that area. This tree had to go.
The question was who was responsible for alleviating
this danger?
•
Artwork by Matthew McKaben

This particular tree did not fall into PG&E's tree
trimming parameters, so they would not touch it.

•

The tree did not fall into the City of San Rafael's
area of responsibility.

•

The property owners would have faced an
enormous expense in dealing with this tree.

The Wildfire Committee had to work for almost three
years involving conversations and negotiations with
both PG&E and the S.R.F.D. to remove the bay
tree. But finally PG&E agreed to remove the tree and
by May of this year it was gone. It goes to show that a
little perseverance can pay off!

Coleman
Elementary
school
is
fundraising for the Tiger Fund this month
and would love the help of our
community.
Donations
to
the
elementary school go towards Art, PE,
Music, field trips and more to help the
children.
Make a donation:
https://donorbox.org/tiger
-fund-2021-2022
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DOMINICAN UNIVERSITY UPDATES
We’re pleased to share that public events are returning to the Dominican campus! (All require proof of
vaccination presented at the door, and of course masks must be worn indoors.) On October 2, we
welcomed the Italian Film Festival for its opening night in our own Angelico Hall. Films will run every
Saturday night through October and November; for more information on films and to purchase tickets
go to https://www.italianfilm.com/.
Our own Leadership Lecture Series in partnership with Book Passage return in-person with Congressman
Adam Schiff on October 15th and Douglas Tallamy on October 27th. For more details go to
https://www.bookpassage.com/offsite-events.
If you’re interested in renting space at Dominican for a performance, special event, or meeting, please
contact our Events & Conference Services office at emo@dominican.edu or (415) 485-3228.

Be Connected – For Safety’s Sake!
DBCNA urges you to sign up with AlertMarin and Nixle -- for safety’s sake. Why two alert systems, you ask?
Because each system can alert you to a different problem or hazard. Here is what each system does:

AlertMarin
Marin County emergency officials use the
AlertMarin Emergency Notification System to
deliver
incident-specific
information
or
potentially life-saving instruction to the precise
geographic area(s) affected.
If you live, work or go to school in Marin County,
you should register your cell phone or VoIP (voice
over internet protocol) phone to receive
emergency alerts by call, text, email, or
smartphone App. Emergency situations may
include:

numbers (work, school,
www.alertmarin.org..

home,

etc)

at

The caller ID for AlertMarin is 415-473-6376 and
the SMS short codes used by the system is 88911.
Many smartphones will also allow you to add
both of these to your contacts as "AlertMarin"
and as favorites so that you will see "AlertMarin"
on your phone's display when receiving an alert.

NIXLE

Nixle is used to share informational alerts
that do not necessarily require action.

Flooding, wildfires, along with subsequent
evacuations
Public safety incidents including crimes
that affect your neighborhood
Post-disaster information about shelters,
transportation, or supplies

It enables public service agencies to provide
alerts and messages either by text or email to
those subscribed to the system. Subscribing to
Nixle is free. Go to www.nixle.com to register to
receive emails and text messages. Once
registered you can set your preferences and
select what type of information you want to
receive.

All Marin County landline phone numbers are
already included in this emergency notification
system., but cell phone and VoIP numbers are
not. However, you can register up to five of your

Both of these systems can help you keep
informed of important events that can impact
you and your neighborhood. We urge you to
sign up with both of them.

•
•
•
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HISTORY OF COLEMAN PARK
Magnolia Valley, an extension of San Rafael Valley, was purchased by a wealthy San Francisco
merchant, William Coleman in 1871, from Oliver Irwin (hence the street name. ) His vision was to create
a picnic park area for San Franciscans in the warmth and beauty of San Rafael. Many thought he was
crazy and wouldn’t succeed, much less that he paid far too much for the 1,000 acre swath of land. Not
to be deterred, Coleman engaged the skills of Civil Engineer William Hammond Hall (Golden Gate Park)
and set about surveying the land and planning his public nature project: Coleman Park. Coleman
invested large sums of his own money and never accepted money, directly or indirectly, for his public
efforts.
The open cow pasture and meadow Coleman purchased (Meadowlands at Dominican University) was
flanked by steep, partially wooded hills – Coleman’s zeal, energy and genius were the overriding
components he demonstrated to create what we now have today. Hall created a contour
topographical map from which Coleman could design his estate. He planned half an acre up to 20
acre property lots suitable for family residences. Residential lots were given elevated spots to afford
natural drainage and the avenues were designed to wind around the lower grounds. Hence no uniform,
monotonous, straight lines or sensible engineering, but a delightful and whimsical area with natural
beauty was preserved.
All through the Park, winding roads (Rafael, Acacia, Locust, Belle, etc) were staked out and
constructed. Five picket fences were built on either side creating an immense nursery. In addition to
this he added hot houses and as the young trees grew to proper sizes he transplanted them along the
avenues and in groves all over the Park. There are still substantial areas of these original groves in
Dominican neighborhood, evergreen exotic, eucalyptus, pepper tree, magnolia, citrus trees, acacia,
ash, chestnut, cypress, maple, pine, walnut and other ornamental and fruit trees that flourished in this
valley.
Mountain roads were cut up to the
summit of San Pedro Ridge. Hunting
was prohibited and soon flocks of quail
formed a permanent feature on the
drives. A picnic ground with a large
gazebo, dancing platform, free to the
City of San Rafael was thrown open in
the natural grove. Water from springs in
the hills was used for irrigation and
collected
in
tanks
for
summer
watering. At the time, late 1800’s
people thought it was pretty enough,
but could not quite understand what
Coleman was driving towards.
Finally, when the trees began to grow up in stately groves along the avenues; to produce the
perspective effect that has a never failing charm to the human eye; when everyone who wanted a
drive or a walk in green nature, they made a break for Coleman Park. One handsome residence after
another began to be erected on what had been a cow pasture – they began to understand a little
more about Coleman’s vision.
William Coleman lived at 1120-1130 Mission Avenue, now apartments, near Boyd Gate House.
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KONA ICE SUCCESS!
This year the DBCNA was able to utilize
the open area of the Trinity Community
Church for an end of summer
celebration. The Church welcomed
Dominican Black Canyon neighbors –
and the Kona Ice truck - with open
arms , open parking lot– and an Open
Playground.
Luckily
the
Covid
restrictions have been removed and
neighbors are welcome to enjoy the
recently renovated Playground.
More than 120 neighbors enjoyed FREE
Kona Ice on Labor Day Weekend. It
was great to see all the kids riding their
bikes, catching up with friends, and
neighbors re-connecting after a long
pandemic drought. Thank you to the
DBCNA Board for organizing, and to
the families who stayed to clean up.

Trinity Playground/Park Project
We welcome our neighbors to visit the newly
renovated playground.
Our dream is to expand our existing lawn area
to make room for a second, larger
playground structure, and include seating for
adults. While a great deal smaller than a city
park, we hope this area may still serve our
neighborhood’s families and elders as a
pleasant place to relax and play.
Contributions accepted in 3 ways:
• Online http://tinyurl.com/Give2Trinity and
select “PLAYGROUND.”
• Check to Trinity Community Church, 1675
Grand Ave, San Rafael, CA 94901. Please write
“playground” in the memo line.
• If you have landscape design or
gardening skills to contribute, please contact
Pastor
Will
Nelken.
415-456-1795
or
tcc1675@comcast.net
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Know Who Represents You in Your
Government

Know Who to Contact in Your
Neighborhood

U.S. Senators
Dianne Feinstein

OPEN , President
Herb Ancell, Treasurer
Becky Gayman, Secretary
John Contini, Vice-President
Marty Wickenheiser, Membership
Kathy Burwell, Member
Kerry Throckmorton, Member
Monica McMillan, Communications

415-393-0707

Alex Padilla 415-981-9369
U.S. Representative
Nancy Pelosi 415-556-4862
California State Senator (District #2)
Mike McGuire 415-479-6612
California Assemblyperson (District #10)
Mark Levine 415-479-4920
Marin County Board of Supervisors (District
#1)
Damon Connolly 415-473-7354

IS YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD VENUE FOR
TENNIS & SWIMMING AND MUCH MORE!

San Rafael City Mayor
Kate Colin 415-485-3005

Contact Chris Horne, General Mgr
(415) 457-5160
www.marintennisclub.com

San Rafael Councilmember
(District #3)
Maribeth Bushy 415-295-6174

WINTER COCKTAIL PARTY IS POSTPONED
Depending on Covid Guidelines and Protocol from the
County and Marin Tennis Club – we will keep you all
posted as to when (and if) the Annual Cocktail Party
will take place.

TELL US WHAT YOU’D LIKE TO SEE IN YOUR NEXT NEWSLETTER OR TO CONTRIBUTE AN ARTICLE, PLEASE CONTACT US
DBCNA.INFO@GMAIL.COM

To get involved in the Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association,
contact us at DBCNA.info@gmail.com. For meeting information, upcoming events
and local area news, visit our website at dominicanareanews.com.
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Crime Prevention Guide -City of San Rafael Web Resources
Check out the Crime Prevention resources on the City’s website to give you more in depth information
on what you and your family can do to discourage and prevent crime in the Dominican/ Black Canyon
neighborhood.
Go to: cityofsanrafael.org click on-Departments- Police, then More Crime Prevention Resources
OR Pick up the handout “Crime Prevention Guide” at the San Rafael City Hall.
September 23, 2021

SEPTEMBER 1, 2020 – AUGUST 31, 2021
CATALYTIC
CONVERTER THEFTS:
2019/2020: 2 thefts
2020/2021: 9 thefts

Crime Type
40

37

NON CRIMINAL:
Documentation makes up
37% of these reports.
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MEMBERSHIP: EVERYONE BENEFITS
Great news! The population is increasing in the Dominican Area due to all the great families
that are moving here. We would like to reach out to each of you for ideas on how we might
increase our DBCNA membership. Currently, we have approx. 230 dues paying members out of
940 total properties. Yes, it is an entirely voluntary annual commitment, but let’s face it, everyone
benefits! We maintain an up-to-date database to keep everyone informed about topics of
interest to our Dominican Community. We keep on top on the crime statistics so you can be
more vigilant. In addition, we publish two newsletters a year, pay for event signs, print and
distribute notices of special events.
Please consider taking the time to write a $30 check to DBCNA and become a full duespaying member! Access our website and use the PayPal or credit card feature! If you have any
questions or concerns, feel free to call or text me at 415-654-1711. Marty Wickenheiser,
Membership Committee. Contact us at DBCNA.info@gmail.com.
--------------------------- ---------------------

DBCNA Annual Neighborhood Membership Dues
Name:
Email:
Is this a new email?

Yes

No

Address:
Phone:

Cell:
I’d like to help with events!

I’d like to help in general! - call me.

Enclose a check for $30 payable to:
Dominican Black Canyon Neighborhood Association (DBCNA)
Mail to: PO Box 151702, San Rafael, CA 94915
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